
 
 
Your Name 
Your Address 
City, State  Zip Code 
 
[DATE] 
 
Name of Elected (or appointed) Official 
Address 
City, State  Zip Code 
 
Dear ________________________: 
 
We are all keenly aware that New York State is facing budget shortfalls.  We also understand that schools 
must do their fair share by creating responsible budgets and operating efficiently.  However, additional cuts 
in educational aid, coupled with the new property tax cap, would force Williamsville Central Schools and 
districts across the state to eliminate and dismantle more and more programs for students. This would be 
devastating to our school district, which is ranked in the top one-percent of all school districts in New York 
State. 
 
Regrettably, the property tax cap was instituted without any meaningful mandate relief after several years of 
significant reductions in New York State and Federal aid to education. The stranglehold it puts on public 
schools greatly limits their ability to provide the quality education our children need in order to compete in a 
global environment. A top-notch educational program is also essential to maintaining and increasing the 
value of property in our school district, which currently stands at almost $7 billion.  
 
In Williamsville, we know we will have to do more with less and we will continue to do everything we can to 
hold the line on spending; reduce operating costs; share services, opportunities and expenses with other 
school districts and entities; and find ways to be more efficient.  Please know that our school district is 
committed to this, but we need your help. We ask you, as our elected state representative [or appointed 
official/TITLE], to support 

• INCREASING educational aid to Williamsville Central  School District in the State’s 2012-13 
budget cycle.   

� In Williamsville, should State aid remain flat, the District would be forced to make approximately 
$5.5 million in cuts to programming and personnel due to the loss of federal jobs money; the 
inability to raise revenue because of the tax cap; and the crippling effect of unfunded mandates.  

• Immediately enacting relief from un-funded State ma ndates. 

� The increased cost in contributions to the teacher and employee state retirement systems 
System (TRS and ERS) alone place a large fiscal burden on our school district.   

� The New York State Regents Reform Agenda will require significant additional expenses for 
school districts – just as they are grappling with this economic reality.  

  
There will always be competing priorities when it comes to government funding and certainly, we all need to 
do our part in this tough fiscal climate. I know that you share my desire to provide our children with a high 
quality education. I urge you to champion children and maintain adequate funding for our schools. Thank 
you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Your Name Here 


